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Goportis

Excellence Through Cooperation: The
Example of the German National Libraries
IFLA Presidential Meeting, Berlin – 2009, February, 19

Agenda

• The Partners
• The Cooperation
• The Goportis Portal
• How it works
• Further developments
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The Partners

The Partners

• German National Library of Science and 
Technology (TIB)
– Subjects: Engineering, Architecture, Chemistry, 

Computer Sciences, Mathematics, Physics

• German National Library of Medicine (ZB 
MED)
– Subjects: Medicine, Health, Nutrition, Environment,  

Agriculture

• German National Library of Economics
(ZBW)
– Subjects: Economics, Economic theory
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The Partners

• Complementary Subjects
– Applied Sciences

• Similar tasks
– Full text solutions
– Science portals

• Same target groups
– Research and Development in Science and Industry

The Partners

• National and International activities
– Global suppliers

• Same funding (Central Government and all 
federal states)
– Member of the Leibniz Association

= Non-profit research organization
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The German national subject libraries (ZFB) – Three strong partners

• Unique in Germany 
– Holdings
– Service 

• Comparing to international competitors: spearhead or near
by

Facts and Figures

• Round about 800,000 document deliveries in 2008

45119798156Staff (FTE)

14,82,34,28,3Acquisition budget (in 
M€)

47,324,5913,8Subscriptions (in 
Tsd.)

11,24,01,35,9Media (in Mio.)

SumZBWZB MEDTIB
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The Cooperation

• Build together
„Leibniz Library Network Research 
Information“

The Partners
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• Comparable to
- INIST (France, The Institute for Scientific

and Technical Information)
- British Library (Great Britain)
- CISTI (Canada Institute for Scientific and 

Technical Information)
- KISTI (Korea Institute of Science & 

Technology Information
- …

The Network is …

Motivation

However we may seek advantage for our own
individual organisations -
We must work together for progress and the
benefits to science. 
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Aims

• Bundling and sharing of resources
– IT development
– Negotiations with publishers for licenses
– Long-term preservation

Free resources will be used for new tasks to be
competitive in the future.

The Goportis-Portal
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Search Full text solutions

Document Delivery
Pay-per-View

Subscription/Licenses

Reliability of the resources
Reputation of the information

Stock
Books, 
Theses
Reports
Conference Pro-
ceedings
Journal Articles

Moduls

Goals

• Single Point of access for documents
regardless of physical form: important is only
the quality and the need of customers

• All documents are accessible for the customer

One-stop-shopping
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• Launched 2008, April 
• 13 Mio. items
• Articles of 51,000 journals
• Full Text Solution

- Delivery by Mail, Post, Fax
- Directly  to the workplace
- Copyright proved
- Electronic access to articles
- One customer number
- One bill
- One customer service

• Relaunch Juli 2010

Services

Here‘s how it works….
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www.goportis.de

Meta Search

catalogs of the three libraries
(journal article databases are
included )

All items can be ordered

Hit list

Direct access to full
text
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Full text access

Further developments
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• Enhanced Search Technology

• Search engine 
• Web 2.0 features

• Increase Searchable Content

• Deep web
• All information types – text, numeric data, audio, video, etc

• Expanding Digital Access

• Pay-Per-View – Licences

Relaunch 2010

Goportis hosts the ILDS2009
• 2009, October, 20-22
• Hannover, Germany
• You are welcome

http://www.ilds2009.de/
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Thank you very much for your attention.

Contact: Dr. Irina Sens


